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for having remained the friend, and on terms of great intimacy
with the Comtesse de Soissons, driven from the Court and
suspected of crimes. They must have accused Lausun also of
crimes, which I have never heard of, in order to procure for
him the "barbarous treatment they succeeded in subjecting
him to.
Their intrigues lasted all the year, 1671, without Lausan
discovering anything by the visage of the King, or that of
Madame de Montespan. Both the King and his mistress treated
him with their ordinary distinction and familiarity. He was
a good judge of jewels (knowing also how to set them well),
and Madame de Montespan often employed him in this capacity.
One evening, in the middle of November, 1671, he arrived from
Paris, where Madame de Montespan had sent him in the morn-
ing for some precious stones, and as he was about to enter his
chamber he was arrested by the Marechal de Rochefort, captain
of the guards.
Lausan, in the utmost surprise, wished to know why, to see
the King or Madame de Montespan—at least, to write to them;
everything was refused him. He was taken to the Bastille,
and shortly afterwards to Pignerol, where he was shut up in a
low-roofed dungeon. His post of captain of the body-guard
was given to M. de Luxembourg, and the government of Berry
to the Due de la Rochefoucauld, who, at the death of Guitz, at
the passage of the Rhine, 12th June, 1672, was made grand
master of the wardrobe.
It may be imagined what was the state of a man like Lausun,
precipitated, in a twinkling, from such a height, to a dungeon
in the chateau of Pignerol, without seeing anybody, and igno-
rant of his crime. He bore up, however, pretty well, but at
last fell so ill that he began to think about confession. I have
heard him relate that he feared a fictitious priest, and that,
consequently, he obstinately insisted upon a Capuchin; and as
soon as he came he seized him by the beard, and tugged at it
as hard as he could, on all sides, in order to see that it was not
a sham one! He was four or five years in his gaol. Prisoners
-find employment which necessity teaches them. There were

